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Managing the red imported fire ant, Solenopsis invicta Buren (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) has been
demonstrated to dramatically reduce the cost insecticide use, maintain control of fire ants and eliminate
problems caused by the ant. This demonstration, conducted in the Lago Santa Fe community in
Galveston County, Texas, demonstrated several recent advances in conducting community-wide
programs, including: 1) the effectiveness of the "hopper blend" treatment (50:50 hydramethylnon plus s-
methoprene ant bait); 2) application methods such as the truck-mountable industrial "bait blower"; and 3)
scheduling treatments to reach a goal of maximum control for an athletic event, the 2002 National Ski
Championships.





